
 

 

 



 

March 12 - Issue 3 

Coming Events 

 

ω Harmony Week  - March 15th - 19th 

ω School Board Meeting  - March 16th 

ω Ride to School Day - March 19th 

ω Literacy Week  - March 22nd - 26th 

ω Parent-Teacher meetings  - March 25th 

ω Assembly Room 10  - March 26th 

ω Book Day Dress Up - March 26th 

ω Taiko Drumming Incursion - March 29th 

ω P&C Meeting - March 30th 

ω Last day of Term 1 - April 1st 



ω Students return to school  - April 19th 

From the Principal 

 

There has been a great deal of discussion in our community concerning digital technology and its 

application to teaching and learning. The schoolΩs Technology Committee, a group of interested staff 

and parents, met earlier this week to discuss our current approaches to learning with technologies 

and the resourcing issues we currently face. But what are digital technologies and what does the 
current research reveal? 

By digital technology we mean the use of computer and technology assisted strategies to support 
learning. Approaches in this area vary widely, but generally involve: 

ω technology for students, where learners use programs or applications designed for problem 

solving or open-ended learning; or  

ω technology for teachers, such as interactive whiteboards or learning platforms. 

Studies consistently find that digital technology is associated with moderate learning gains: on 
average, an additional four monthsΩ progress. However, there is considerable variation in impact.  

Rather than replace more traditional approaches, evidence suggests that technology use should be 

directed towards supplementing teaching, which is currently the approach being employed at North 

Cottesloe. While it is unlikely that particular technologies bring about changes in learning directly, 

some have the potential to enable changes in teaching and learning interactions. For example, they 

can support teachers to provide more effective feedback or use more helpful representations, or 

they can motivate students to practise more. 

Studies suggest that approaches which individualise learning with technology (such as one to one 

laptop provision where students work through learning activities at their own pace, or individual use 

of drill and practice software) may not be as helpful as small group learning with technology or the 

collaborative use of technology. This is why programs such as Mathletics have been discontinued at 
North Cottesloe. 

There is clear evidence that digital technology approaches are more beneficial for writing and 

mathematics practice than spelling and problem solving, and there is some evidence that they are 
more effective with young learners, rather than in high school. 

The majority of research focuses mainly on the implementation of particular programs within a 

school or a community of schools, examining changes in student engagement and motivation. A few 

studies also examine changes in academic outcomes that result from digital technology use. There is 

extensive evidence of positive effects across age groups and for most areas of the curriculum. 

However, it is always important to monitor the impact on learning of any new approach. 



The pace of technological change means that the evidence is usually about yesterdayΩs technology 

rather than todayΩs, but average effects have remained consistent for some time, suggesting that the 

general message of ς on average ς moderate positive impact is likely to remain relevant. 

The cost of using digital technologies can be high. In addition to hardware, digital technology 

approaches often require additional training and support for teachers to ensure the technology is 
properly used and maintained, and learning gains are made. 

StudentsΩ motivation to use technology does not always translate into more effective learning, 

particularly if the use of the technology and the desired learning outcomes are not closely aligned. 

Teachers need support and time to learn to use new technology effectively. This involves more than 

just learning how to use the hardware or software; training should also support teachers to 
understand how it can be used for learning. 

Effective use of digital technology is driven by learning and teaching goals rather than a specific 

technology: the technology is not an end in itself. We need to be clear about how any new 
technology will improve teaching and learning interactions.  

The North Cottesloe Primary Technology Committee has been devising a plan that provides guidance 

for the school in the use of digital technologies. The plan also outlines the learning outcomes our 

students need to accomplish, in each year level, in order to meet the mandates of the Digital 

Technologies Curriculum and the Information Communication Technologies cross-curricula General 
Capabilities.  

We are living in times of exponential growth in new technologies. New technology, however, does 

not automatically lead to increased achievement and, as a school, we need to ensure our approach 

to the adoption of any new methodologies is informed by evidence-based research. 

Douglas Cook 

Principal 

Teaching & Learning 

 

Marvellous Me and Cycles of Life 

This term both Pre-primary classes have been busy investigating the growth and change of different 

animals as part of our topic "Marvellous Me and Cycles of Lifeέ. It turns out Mrs MaynardΩs mum has 

a backyard full of all sorts of fascinating creatures and we have been very lucky enough to borrow 

some of these over the past few weeks. This has included real Monarch caterpillars / butterflies, 

tadpoles and lady birds at varying stages in their lifecycle.  These experiences, rich in oral language 

have greatly developed our science observation skills and the students have been eager to share 

these with their families and peers. We couldnΩt believe how beautiful nature can be, especially 

when watching the Monarch chrysalis form with gold beading on them. Some other things we have 



learnt along the way include; identifying and labelling body parts, comparing similarities and 
differences, looking at survival needs and habitats. 

It has been wonderful to see the children so engaged with nature. We definitely have some budding 

scientists, biologists and conservationists in our midst! 

(Please note all animals have been or will be safely released back in their original garden habitat so 
they may grow and continue their cycle of life) 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Room 11 

The Year 4's in Room 11 have just concluded an excellent unit of learning all about Narrative Poetry.    

What is Poetry? 

Poetry is an extremely broad genre of imaginative writing.  It includes rhythm, rhyme, sound play, 

word play  - neologism, onomatopoeia, alliteration, imagery.  The purpose of poetry is to engage and 
excite the imagination of the reader, or stir an emotional response within them. 

Our inspiration was Michael Rosen who is a prolific writer for children and a passionate defender of 
their interests. His poetry is generally light-hearted: 

Chocolate Cake  - a poem by Michael Rosen  

We have used Book Creator to publish our amazing poems.  Here are three wonderful examples of 
Narrative Poetry by our talented students. 

 

https://video.link/w/SO7Xb


The Bakery 

The bakery is the best 

especially the one up west. 

It has jam donuts and delights 

bread especially for midnights. 

  

There's a chocolate fountain 

and a chocolate mountain, it 

also has some cinnamon scrolls 

and cinnamon rolls. 

  

Everyone loves the bakery 

but especially me. 

The only thing is 

that I only get to go every month. 

By Luke 

The Feather  

Gently, swiftly   falling through the trees, 

Slowly, peacefully   landing on their knees, 

Oh, how I wish I   could fall from very high, 

Abruptly coming to   a halt from the autumn sky. 

  

Twirling, twisting   dancing, swaying through the breeze 

Oh, how I would   give to be shattered upon the leaves.  

Slickly, silently   bustling, falling on the eaves, 

The feather, so   magical, mystical majestic in all. 

  

Elegant, stripey,   exotic and cool, 

Shivering from   side to side, sliding off a cliff, 

Burning in a fire,   no hope that they will live. 

By Henry 



 

Shakespeare Rap 

Room 11 have also been learning about Shakespeare, and put on a fabulous performance of a 

Shakespeare Rap at their recent assembly.  Don't their costumes look fabulous?  Check out their 
performance. 

Scitech Incursion: Element of Surprise 

On Wednesday this week, the Year 5 & 6 students participated in a Scitech Chemistry incursion to 

support our Chemical Science learning. We watched a Chemical Change with an exothermic reaction 

when the Scitech guides showed us a demonstration of elephant toothpaste. This show was 

followed by individual class workshops that saw us experimenting with creating protective 

substances to stop or slow down a Chemical reaction.  Students completed a hands-on medical 

challenge using common household ingredients to see if they could protect a tablet from being 

absorbed in our simulated stomach (vinegar), learning about the properties each ingredient has to 

offer.  Loads of messy scientific chemical fun was had by all! 

 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/item/item.bd0efd0e-eaac-44d6-8112-143bc69a15ba/share/MsECHvIPS522r2WkRieNxA
https://app.seesaw.me/#/item/item.bd0efd0e-eaac-44d6-8112-143bc69a15ba/share/MsECHvIPS522r2WkRieNxA


 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Visit to the Old Mill 

On Tuesday 9th of March some students visited the Old Mill in South Perth. This facility has been 

overhauled and recovered by RAC. 

The students participated in 5 different activities including travelling in Australia's first driverless car, 

going on a virtual reality session in a helicopter to a crash site in remote Australia, coding with 

Edison robots, learning all about the Old Mill history and technology in the past as well as created 
futuristic automobiles.  

We all learnt so much and thoroughly enjoyed our day! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Sounds-Write at NCPS 




