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From the Principal

Reports home June 30

Assembly Room 9July 2

Last Day of TermJuly 2

Term 3 Start July 20

Room 12 Constitutional Centre and Museum Excursidaly 21

Room 7 Cottesloe Childcare and Kindergarten Centraly 30
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In our previous Newsletter, | wrote about studefstitudes to reading, as reported in the recent
international PISA assessments, and factors that can influence whethiéd&ecomes an
enthusiastic reader. What we di@explore, was the process by which children learn to read.

Learning to read is the mostimportant educational outcome of primary education. Reading is a
complex process that builds on oral language ahidéibd encompasses both specific skill
development (phonemic and decoding strategies) and the use of comprehension strategies. When
we consider the acquisition of reading skills, we focus upon six delicately combined and executed
knowledges, skills and stegies. These have been identified across numerous widespread studies



overrecentyears and are commonly referred to as 'The Big Six'; Oral language, phonological
awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension.

Oral language provides the foundtat for learning to read, and is related to overall reading
achievement throughout primary and secondary schooling. Children who are surrounded by, and
included in, rich and increasingly complex conversations, have an overwhelming advantage in
vocabulary @velopment, in understanding the structures of language, and in tuning into the sounds
of the English language. Oral language is important for both reading and writing. To understand
language at the printed level, oral language competency is a necessity.

Phonological awareness is a broad term that refers to the ability to focus on the sounds of speech as
opposed toits meaning. Itis the realisation that a continuous stream of speech can be separated
into individual words, that those words can also be brnokg into one or more syllables, and that
syllables are made up of separate, single sounds. The most significant of these components for
reading development is awareness of the individual soungdionemesthat is,phonemic

awareness

Once children undestand that words can be broken up into a series of sounds, they need tolearn
the relationship between those sounds and lettetbe calphabetic codéor the system that the
English language uses to map sounds onto paper. There is ho way to bypassitiedstep in the
reading process. An understanding of the predictable relationship between sounds and the letters
that represent them (graphemes) is at the heart of reading an alphabetic language. Thisteitet
relationship is referred to as thephabetic principle or more commonly, phonics.

While phonics instruction is necessary to help children become independent readers, it will not help
them when they encounter irregular osight words such asaid wasandsaw. Unfortunately,

these words are@me of the most frequent words in the English language, and those that young
children meet very early in their literacy journey. These words must be learned to the point of
automaticity, that is, learned so well that the visual patterns of these wordstoeed in the

children® visual memories and thus immediately recognised when encountered in text.

Vocabulary is a key component of reading for meaning. If children know the meaning of aword, they
are far more likely to be able to read it and make serfsgéwithin a sentence. Vocabulary is, for the
most part, learned indirectly through repeated exposure to new words in conversations, by listening
to stories, by reading and through the media. Exposure to words in meaningful contexts is enough to
make ther meaning clear and so the process of vocabulary acquisition occurs.

Fluency reflects a pivotal pointin reading developmghiat point where all the component skills

of learning to read are in place and occurring without overt attention, so that cagnénergy can

be focused on determining the meaning. Itis truly the point whiéearning to readtransforms

into éreading to leard. Fluency emerges from extensive reading practice of independent level text.

The culminating goal of reading is, of cairesomprehension, and it rightly takes its place at the
pinnacle of the Big Six pyramid. Being abléctack the alphabetic codewhile essential for
comprehension, is not sufficient. Comprehension will not occur if children do not have an adequate
understanding of the vocabulary in the text; the relevant background knowledge; familiarity with the
semantic and syntactic structures that help predict relationships between words; and the verbal
reasoning ability to helpread between the lines Comprehensio requires engagement with the
textat a deep level, and an array of skills that go far beyond simple word recognition.



Reading is, without question, a highly complex cognitive process. Fortunately, the majority of
students at North Cottesloe Primary aeiat school with the great advantages of a wide vocabulary
and regular and positive experiences with books and print, and with the broad life experiences that
assistwhen making meaning from text. Our Year 3 students perform atthe Year 5 State average in
NAPLAN Reading and our Year 5 students outperform the State Year 7.

Reading to your ChildLynne Mannolini

In the last newsletter, Doug Cook wrote about ihgortance of reading to your chil@lease find

some instructions below omow you can search our library catalog from home, and place
reservations on items that you'd like to borrow. Please be aware that Infiniti falls under the 3rd Party
Provider information sent out on School Stream earlier this term.

1. Visithttps://northcott.concordinfiniti.com/

2. Sign inwith your child's school computer login (usually firstnasuename but there are a
few exceptions)The password is initially set at 'password'.

3. Use theSearchoption to search our collection.
4. Use theick icon beside the book title teeservethe item.

5. Send me an emaib let me know you've reserved items and | will pull them from the shelf
for you or your child to collectynne.mannolini@education.wa.edu.au

If you wish to borrow additionatems to your child's limit, I'd be happy to setup an account for you
as a parent/carerJust pop in any time MondaVhursday or send me an email to request this.

Year 6 Production

Year 6 Production auditions for this y&@production have been bubblirgvay over the term. We

are now running audition and rehearsal sessions with all 67 year six students togetlherprocess

is such a joy to watch and baring witness to Mrs Arthdagic with the students is always fantastic.
We cannot wait to find outoles next week and then hit the ground running with rehearsals next
term. - stay tuned for the name of the play this year and save the date for Term 3 Week 10 Tuesday
and Wednesday night performances!


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthcott.concordinfiniti.com%2F&data=04|01|peta.brown%40education.wa.edu.au|854ee8f891074a81812108d936394a48|e08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627|0|0|637600441944797074|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=Z8ROwXcHeK7fLGcWQ39gEv0PUsPNmY8fJqU3OalJLU0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lynne.mannolini@education.wa.edu.au
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Brilliant Book

Well done to althose student who have been to the office to showcase their brilliant work to Mr
Cook.




Resource Technology Showcase at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre

On the 21/6/2021 all Year 6 students and parent chaperones travelled to the ReJamatteology
Showcase at the Perth Convention Centre. All of the biggest brands were there displaying their latest
innovations; for RAC itwas the C.O.W (cell on wheels/cell on wings), there were hologram glasses,
virtual reality, robotic dancing dog, a sniee show with explosions, and hours and hours of

marketing videos. It was a marketing ploy, and a fun one at that. All the students loved the free
products all of the companies gave out. Bailey B was lucky enough to win Apple AirPods on the BHP
Spinthe Weel.
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Thank you for coming to RTS 2021!
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YEAR Robo Workshop

On Saturday June 12th Matt V, Tom W and Finn M volunteered to test their EV3 robot skills at an
inter schooMRescue Lin@vent, held at All Saints College. Their tedfiackerS§ivorked together to

use basic programming to follow a line using line coiotensity sensors and an infr@d detector.
They used the latest version of Scratch 3.0 to code the robot, affectionately nduoethle Be®

After practising throughout the morning, the team entered the competition arenato try the 4
challenges set up lhe judges. The team scored a combined total of 100 points, across the 4
challenges. They learnt alot and loved the opportunity to see what other schools are doing in the
world of robotics for juniors.
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Museum Excursion

On Wednesday the 16th of June all Year 6 students wentinto the new museum in the city, Boola
Bardip. The students caught the train in and enjoyed one educational session called Cultural
Collisons and then went on a2 hour sglfided tour.

We learnt lotsabout the traditional owners of this land, experiences they encounter with the
settlement of European people as well as enjoyed the interactive elements of the museum.

Lots of the students enjoyed it so much they are eagerto go back during the Juty saek they
said.









